
Monster 
Phonics 



What is  
phonics?  

Phonics is a way of 
teaching children to 

read quickly and 
skilfully.  

It develops phonemic 
awareness  – the 
ability to hear, 

recognise and use 
the sounds within 

words.  

Phonics  iS currentLy 
the main way in which 
children are taught to 
read in their earliest 

years. Children will also be taught 
other skills, such as whole 
– word recognition, books 

skills and a love and 
enjoyment of reading.  



Why  is phonics so 
important?  

goutough 

towbarsh 

neitgigh 

dreatnaiL 

whearem 

anteanate 

Can you 
read these 

words?  

We use our p h o n i c s  k n o w l e d g e  t o  d e c o d e  u n f a m i l i a r  w o r d s .  

 
Being a b l e  t o  d e c o d e  h a s  a  p o s i t i v e  a f f e c t  o n  r e a d i n g  
c o m p r e h e n s i o n .   
 

It also improves spelling ability.  



Terminology   

Phoneme 

Any one of the 44 
sounds which make up 
words in the English 

Language. 

Grapheme 

How a phoneme is written 
down. There can be more 
than one way to spell a 

phoneme. For example, the 
phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt 

differently  in each of the 
words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘faiL’, 
‘great’, ‘sLeigh’ and ‘Lady’. 

Digraph 

A combination of 
two letters 

representing one 
sounde.g. ch, th, Sh. 

Trigraph 

A combination of 
three letters 

representing one 
sound e.g. igh, air, 

ear. 

CVC 

A word that is made up of a 
consonant, vowel and 

consonant. e.g. ‘cat’, ‘pin’, 
‘cog’. 



BLending 

 
Putting together the sounds in a 
word in order to read it,  
e.g. ‘f – r – O – g, frog’ 

Segmenting 

Breaking a word into its constituent 
sounds in order to spell them,  

e.g. ‘frog, f – r – O – g’. 



Why 
MOnStAr 
PhOnicSK 

DFE 
Validated 

It is based on the 
Letters and 

Sounds document 
which was 

developed by the 
Department of 

Education. 

Each set 
of 

phonemes 
are colour 

coded. 

Engaging 

Multi- 
sensory 

approach 

It engages the 
children by using 
all their senses. 
Lessons involve 
videos, action 

songs, games, story 
telling, use of 

magnetic letters, 
drawing, writing. 

Characters (monsters) 
are linked to a colour. 
Having the characters 

and colour-coding 
makes it easier for the 
children to learn and 

recall their sounds and 
tricky words. 



One monster, 
one colour, one 
sound, many 

ways of 
representing 
that sound.  





https://monsterphonics.com/the-monster-phonics-approach/#video 



What does 
a lesson 
look like?  

Children have a daily phonic session.  
 
Sessions are split into four sections: 
 
• Revisit and review   - the previous sound and word 

building  
 

• Teach – a new phonic sound 
 
• Practice – the new sound  
 
• Apply – in different situations, e.g. reading or 

writing, words or sentences  

 

• Each lesson is planned with the use of visual, 

auditory and physical movements to help the 

children learn new phonic skills.  

 



How is Monster Phonics taught at St. Aidan’s?  

Nursery  

Our Foundations Programme 

develops speaking and 

listening skills. Children learn 

to become attuned to the 

sounds and begin to develop 

oral blending and segmenting 

skills. This teaching lays the 

foundations for teaching of 

systematic synthetic phonics. 

Parents can play a vital role in 

helping their child develop 

sound skills be encouraging 

their child to listen carefully 

and talk about what they hear, 

say and do.  



How is Monster Phonics taught at St. Aidan’s?  

Monster Phonics progression 

maps ensure that we teach 

children sounds, words and 

skills in a particular order.  

We start with single letter sounds to 

enable children to read and spell 

simple words, leading to consonant 

diagraphs and vowel diagraphs and 

longer words.  
 

Common exception words are also 

taught in a progression that fits 

within the phonics teaching 

programme.  



Reception  
Reception children learn 

initial letter sounds (black 

cat sounds) and some tricky 

words.  

 

Blending and segmenting 

are taught as a reversable 

process.   

 

Children are taught to write 

the letters as they are 

taught them.  



In Key Stage 

1 children 

are taught 

to blend and 

segment 

longer words 

and 

graphemes 

that have 

more than 

one sound 

and more 

tricky words.  

Key Stage 1  



Children apply their phonics 

skills and knowledge to 

recognise and spell more 

complex words.  

 

They read an increasing 

number of words 

independently and 

automatically. This 

continues throughout Year 

2 and into Year 3. 



Phonics 
Screening 

Check   



Nonsense words 

allows the 

assessment to 

focus purely on 

decoding phonic 

knowledge. 



Phonics 
Screening 

Check  



Reading at 
home  

Children read Monster 

Phonics books and 

other texts according 

to age range.  



Your child will also bring 
home a reading for 

pleasure book, chosen 
from our library. 

 
During Key Stage 1 you 

will also get an 
additional reading book 
to support reading of 
high frequency word.   

 



Why reading at home is 
important ….  

Here’s  how many words 
children will have heard by 
the time they are five years 

old.  
Never read to – 4, 662 words 

1-2 times per week – 63, 570 words 

3-5 times per week – 169,520 words 

Daily – 296,660 words 

Five books per day -  1,483,300 words 









Question 
time  

 
Thank you! 


